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HARDING ULTIMATE FRISBEE TEAM BRINGS COMMUNITY
TO MEMBERS
written by Ethanconn February 24, 2022

Harding currently has 17 NCAA Division II sports teams, but it also has a non-NCAA ultimate frisbee team called
Harding Apocalypse.
The Apocalypse started in 2003 and competes against other colleges around the South on weekends. Foreign
languages professor Dr. Whit Jordan is the faculty sponsor for the group, and exercise and sports sciences professor
Dr. Justin Bland is the faculty sponsor for the women’s team, the Harding Sky Bisons. Currently, the men’s team has
11 members. Ultimate frisbee is played with seven people on the field at a time with games being first to 13 points.
The Apocalypse tries to travel to five tournaments a semester.
Senior Scott May said he has been all around the South for tournaments including Alabama, Tennessee, Missouri,
Oklahoma and Texas. May explained the creative way the team keeps costs down while traveling.

“We’ll usually meet somewhere on the way to the tournament for dinner, and then we usually stay at a church near
the field or if someone lives near the field, we’ll stay at their house,” May said.
The Apocalypse was in a tournament last weekend in Denton, Texas, at the University of North Texas. This time of
year, it can be difficult to have enough players available to go to the tournament, so the Apocalypse paired up with
the team from John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas, to compete in this tournament. Team captain
senior Justin Mills was pleased with the team’s performance in this situation.
“It was mainly our freshmen and one of our sophomores, so it was great reps for them, especially on a team with a
lot of subs,” Mills said. “It gave them a good view of what it can look like, and this is how far it can take us.”
Despite having to pair up with another school, the tournament was a success as the team placed second. The
team’s next tournament is this weekend in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Joining the ultimate frisbee teams is relatively easy. The Apocalypse practices three days a week, so the easiest way
to join is to show up to Monday practices and talk to the team captains about joining. The Apocalypse accepts new
members at any point in the semester, not just the beginning. There are posters up around campus with more
information on practice times and contact information about how to get involved.
May explained some of the benefits of joining this community.
“It’s a great group of guys,” May said. “I joined it before I was in a social club, so I’ve known a lot of these guys for a
while. You have a lot of fun, mess around a bunch and spend a lot of time together.”

CLOVERDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST TO HOST BEAST
FEAST
written by Tiane Davis February 24, 2022

Cloverdale Church of Christ will host a wild game potluck Sunday evening with an invitation to all who hunt or are
hungry.
Beast Feast, a Cloverdale tradition since 2006, will be at 5 p.m. at the church building after the evening service. All
are invited to join and/or bring food to the event.
Cloverdale church’s elder of fellowship Greg Niblock said he and deacon of fellowship Scott Biddle work together to
organize the dinner and encourage the hunters in the church to save some of their game for the feast.

“And of course there’s lots of folks that don’t hunt, and I’ll say, you know, ‘We’ll consider cow meat,” Niblock said. “So
the focus is to see what wild game we can bring, and since it’s a potluck, people will bring in other dishes that might
be their favorite thing to eat at a potluck.”
Biddle said this is his first year helping organize the event and that he is excited about the possibility.
“It’s an opportunity for everyone to come together and have fellowship with their church family,” Biddle said. “It’s an
opportunity for everyone to potentially try some foods they haven’t tried before, and it’s an opportunity for the whole
congregation to just enjoy each other’s company and step back and have a good time.”
Niblock said they will try to have a hunting theme with camouflage tables and napkins, duck decoys, and older guns.
He said he thinks it is a good representation of the Bible passage in Acts when God said, “Get up, Peter. Kill and
eat.”
“I think the Beast Feast is sort of reflective of who Cloverdale is as a church,” Niblock said. “We’re not all professors;
we’re not all professionals; we’re not all blue collar; we’re not all retired. It’s a big mix of people, and this gets
everybody together.”
Pulpit minister Karl McLarty said one thing that drew him to Cloverdale before he started ministering there was the
Beast Feast.
“To me, we spend way too much time stuck inside, and some of that we can’t help, but I think when people get
outside there’s a sense of connecting to the creation of God — the grandeur of God,” McLarty said. “Creation just
has a way of reawakening within us some of that beauty and mystery and wonder that’s all around us that God put
there.”

HARDING STUDENTS HELP AFGHAN REFUGEES AT
VIRGINIA MILITARY BASE
written by Sophierossitto February 24, 2022

Two U.S. reserve Marines were attending classes at Harding last fall when they got the news that military officials
were sending them to another state.
Senior Nick Atkins said he had planned to get married last December, but he found out Nov. 1 that the Marine Corps
Reserve was mobilizing troops to help Afghan refugees in Virginia. Atkins said he and fellow senior Blade Decker
became active for mobilization and had to drop out of their classes.
“It was rather stressful and disheartening, but I was able to get four days off for my wedding, so that was still able to
happen,” Atkins said.
The two Harding students finished serving in Fort Pickett, Virginia, earlier this month after working with Operation
Allies Welcome, a Department of Homeland Security program designed to help Afghan refugees get resettled in the
U.S.
Tens of thousands of people fled Afghanistan in August last year when the Taliban took over the nation, according to
a Jan. 25 NPR article.
Atkins and Decker said their responsibilities included helping Afghan refugees transition to life in the United States.
Some Afghan families were familiar with Western culture, Atkins said, but others had no concept of the different
language, living conditions and customs in the U.S.
“We were able to give them a taste of what America is like, try to show them kindness,” Atkins said.
Atkins said he had heard many stories about Afghan families who had been separated from loved ones stuck in their
home country.
Decker said his favorite part of working with the refugees was forming relationships with the Afghan children, who
enjoyed playing games such as hide-and-seek and tic-tac-toe. Atkins said the kids generally adapted more easily to
Western culture than the adults did. Decker said he missed his young friends after they got resettled.
“When they left, I cried ‘cause it was really sad to see them get on the bus and leave,” Decker said. “But they’re
going to a better place. We’re really happy for them.”
As of Feb. 15, Decker said all refugees at Fort Pickett had been resettled, so he and Atkins were preparing to move
to Louisiana to join their unit. By the end of February, Decker said the pair hoped to be demobilized so they could
attend Harding again in the fall.

Senior Carter Coleman, who was friends with Atkins and was especially close with Decker, said this semester has
felt different without his two friends because they used to bring lots of energy to campus. Coleman said he was
shocked when he found out Decker was being deployed, even though the Marine had told him ahead of time that it
might happen.
“I was sad for him, but at the same time I knew that this is something that’s very honorable, and I respect what he’s
doing, and what him and Nick are doing,” Coleman said.

POV: YOU’RE AT ‘HAMILTON’
written by Ben Lane February 24, 2022

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Broadway-hit musical “Hamilton” debuted seven years ago, becoming internationally known
and winning 11 Tony Awards in 2016. So when the musical came to the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Arkansas,
Feb. 8-20, I did not throw away my shot.
The largest barrier to my attendance was the price of each ticket: I could not afford any of the listed prices. However,
individuals had the opportunity to enter the Ham4Ham Lottery, through which contestants enter an online lottery
system to see Hamilton for $10 — Alexander Hamilton is depicted on the $10 bill — wherever the show is playing or
set to play. The only rules are that tickets must be claimed within two hours after they are awarded, and tickets must
be obtained one hour prior to the start of the musical with a photo ID of the person who won the tickets.
Luckily, my lottery entry was selected, and I received a text and email awarding two tickets to my name, each for the
price of $10 for Wednesday, Feb. 16, at 7:30 p.m.

One of the benefits of seeing a show at the Robinson Center is the availability of a parking garage (coincidentally,
parking also costs $10) directly beside the center, so the stress of searching for an available street spot in downtown
Little Rock, which may require parallel parking, is unnecessary.
My invited friend and I arrived at the center shortly after 6:30 p.m. and were ushered in by staff to claim our tickets
from the booth. I was faintly concerned our tardiness would cause us to lose our tickets to someone who waited by
the booth to buy unclaimed tickets. However, no such person was there to snatch ours away.
If you have the opportunity to watch a show at the Robinson Center, I encourage you to do so, but be prepared to
navigate the labyrinth of the crowd as it waits for the theater entrance to open. Additionally, the constant shuffling of
people standing shoulder to shoulder across all floors of the center made conversations muffled through masks
difficult to understand. This was the largest gathering of people I’ve attended since the pandemic began spring 2020.
KATV reported Feb. 20 that 35,000 tickets were sold for the show during its two-week span in Little Rock, generating
$3.7 million in ticket sales and $12 million in city revenue.
Once again, I was lucky. Surprisingly we sat in orchestra section A, seats 209 and 208 on the front row and stage left
of the musical director — close enough to hear his rhythmic huffs as he conducted the orchestra pit beneath us. The
lottery does not allow individuals to select where they sit or let them know where their seat will be prior to obtaining
the tickets, nor does it guarantee awarded seats will be together.
I also encourage you to watch Hamilton. Its two hour, 45 minute runtime is an endurance test for those who struggle
to sit still, and the 7:30 p.m. showings are a struggle point to any who want to be in bed by 10 p.m., but every
struggle one endures to watch the show is well worth it. One piece of advice I have is to use the bathroom prior to
the show, or else you may be in the situation my friend found themselves in when they defeatedly walked back from
the bathroom to our seats after determining the line was too long during intermission.
Hamilton returns to Arkansas March 22 to April 3 at Walton Arts Center in Fayetteville. You can enter the lottery
at https://hamiltonmusical.com/lottery/ or download the Hamilton app.

AUTHOR JENNIFER MOFFETT VISITS ENGLISH STUDENTS
written by Maggiesamples February 24, 2022

Photo by Julianne Baker
A Harding alumna, who is now a published author, spoke about her latest book on Tuesday, Feb. 22, in the Reynolds
Recital Hall.
Jennifer Moffett is the author of “Those Who Prey,” a young adult thriller, and she discussed the book and read
portions of it as part of the visiting writers series hosted by the English Department.
Professor of English Terry Engel is the leader of the visiting writers program, and he coordinated Moffett’s visit. He
also interviewed Moffett for the event.
“Each semester we try to bring in a visiting published writer with a significant reputation,” Engel said. “This is a really
good book that we think will appeal to a lot of college students.”
“Those Who Prey” tells the story of a lonely college freshman named Emily who is recruited into a cult on her college
campus in Boston. As she gets deeper into the cult, it gets more dangerous, and a mission trip to Italy results in
death.
“What’s kind of cool about it is that, for students who have been to [Harding University Florence (HUF)], the place
where she is living in Italy is essentially the HUF villa at Scandicci,” Engel said.
Administrative assistant for the English Department Cassie Ahlrichs said the visiting writers program is one of her
favorite parts about the department.
“Hearing writers talk about the things they are passionate about is something I’ve really come to enjoy more and
more since I started working with the English Department,” Ahlrichs said. “I think this gives readers more of an
appreciation for the work.”

Moffett talked about her writing process and how she is at heart a “pantser,” someone who writes without a plan or
outline and lets the characters and the story write itself, but she has begun to work from an outline and deviate from
her plans when she finds it necessary. Moffett talked about the deadline process and how she uses word count goals
to write the first draft as quickly as possible.
“I’ve always been fascinated by cults, so I’ve been reading about them for years,” Moffett said. “In the ‘90s, many
cults targeted college students who were far away from home because things like email, cell phones, social media
and even the Internet were not yet widely accessible or utilized back then. This made students who were isolated
from hometown friends and families vulnerable prey for high-pressure groups pretending to be their instant friends.”
Moffett offered advice to those interested in more creative careers.“If you’re pursuing any creative career, absorb
everything you possibly can for inspiration — museums, concerts, books, films, nature,” Moffett said. “Also, take
rejection with a grain of salt; constructive criticism can be a gift. In the publishing industry, obstacles are simply part
of the path — not a sign to give up. “

COULTON DOYLE NAMED GAC PLAYER OF THE WEEK
written by Jacobmooney February 24, 2022

Written by Jake Mooney
Photo by Madison Meyer
Junior Coulton Doyle, first baseman for the Harding baseball team, was awarded Great American Conference (GAC)
Co-Player of the Week Feb. 16.
The award was announced during the second week of the season after an outstanding week on the diamond by
Doyle. The 20-year-old is batting with a .292 batting average, 12 runners batted in and five home runs through seven
games.
“I’ve been really hot here lately, and that’s a big confidence booster going into the rest of the season,” Doyle said.
Doyle is entering his third season with the Bisons, but injuries to his hand kept him on the bench during the 2020-21
seasons.

“Not playing for two years and getting hurt was really hard,” Doyle said. “It’s refreshing to come back and see it
coming all together.”
Assistant baseball coach Zach Beasley praised the hard work that Doyle had to put in to get back into the game.
“Over those two years where he was battling injuries, he never quit working,” Beasley said. “He worked while he
waited, and you’re seeing that hard work and consistency paying off this last week.”
Doyle has worked hard to get back into baseball, and head coach Patrick McGaha said his work ethic is what
winning the Player of the Week award shows.
“His work ethic is outstanding,” McGaha said. “Because of the time and effort he has put in practicing hitting, it is
paying off with success at the plate.”
That hard work could be seen throughout the fall and the spring pre-season. The hard work has led to the team
having confidence in him and confidence in the team itself.
“We all have a lot of confidence in Coulton,” Beasley said. “To see him get off to a hot start definitely [builds]
confidence in him and builds up the team’s confidence.”
Baseball players are often superstitious when it comes to maintaining streaks. Some will do the same pre-game
ritual or have the same walk-up routine before they hit — anything to keep the streak alive.
Doyle said he has a specific pre-at-bat, and a pre-game routine that he has found to work well.
“I take three practice swings with a bat weight and take a deep breath,” Doyle said. “In pre-game, I try to sit and clear
my mind of all distractions.”
Doyle said the biggest thing that he can stress to be successful is being consistent.
“My personal opinion is that you don’t hit home runs when you are trying to hit home runs,” Doyle said. “I try to stay
through the middle and keep my swing short when I am batting.”
This is Doyle’s first time being GAC Player of the Week. The baseball team’s next game is today in Searcy against
Southeastern Oklahoma State University.

BLOOM CONFERENCE ‘UNVEILED’ CONVENED LAST
WEEKEND
written by Shealyn Wade February 24, 2022

Photo by Madison Meyer
Each consecutive spring semester, since the spring of 2014, Harding has hosted a women’s event called the Bloom
Conference. This year’s theme focused on the idea of living “Unveiled.” The event was Feb. 18-19.
Bloom is for women to come and listen to teachings and testimonies given by other women from numerous
generations. The women speakers share about their experiences and words of wisdom as they seek to deepen and
expand their faith in the Lord.
One of the speakers was senior Lily Beth Ayers, who shared her journey of stripping away religion and experiencing
Jesus unveiled in his true nature of radical love.

“It means a lot that I have been given the space to voice my experiences and share my mistakes as I have sought to
better understand and embody God’s design for community in the church,” Ayers said.
Ayers said she wanted to leave her audience with a challenge to rethink the church.
“I think we need to reassess who we invite into the church and the effects our actions have when we deny people the
chance to know the radical love of Jesus,” Ayers said.
Junior Meg Sinha said the conference was an impactful experience for her.
“I think the most impactful part of the weekend for me was seeing the different generations of women learning about
God together,” Sinha said.
Sophomore Harli Crossen attended the conference, as well, saying it taught her and challenged her faith.
“The testimonies I had the chance to hear challenged me to see the church and Jesus through a different, less
judgemental lens, and I was reminded that love should always be my first course of action,” Crossen said.

STUDENTS BEGIN USING APP ‘BEREAL’
written by Hannahhackworth February 24, 2022

A new social media app, “BeReal,” is gaining popularity among University students. Unlike other social media
platforms, BeReal only allows users to post once a day.
Sophomore Elise Siklosi has recently begun using BeReal with her friends.

“There are a ton of things I like about this platform,” Sikolsi said. “For one, the lack of opportunity to perfect any and
every photo via Photoshop or filter. You have no other option but to be real.”
Each day, BeReal sends a notification to users at a random time. When the users receive the notification, they take a
picture of what is directly in front of them and a picture of their face. These two photos automatically post to their
profile for their “be real” of the day.
“I love seeing people’s different perspectives at a certain point randomly throughout the day,” junior Tyler Davis said.
“It’s so interesting to see what people are doing at, like, 4:12 p.m.”
Users do not have to post right when they see the notification, but their post will indicate how late they posted for the
day.
Senior Grace Woodward has been recruiting friends to download the app since she started using it.
“I believe so many people are attracted to the app because it strips away the superficial side of most media
platforms, and people can just be themselves,” Woodward said. “It encourages others to just share a small bit of
what they are doing in that one moment.”
Following people on the app can be done by adding friends who are in your area or through the user’s phone
contacts.
“It connects people who are not in the same location and makes them feel like they are together,” Woodward said.
Some users are keeping their BeReal accounts small to ensure a close atmosphere.
“I keep a very tight group of friends on there, like, I only have 15 friends, and I kinda doubt I’ll add much more than
that because I don’t want it to be another social media where it’s just extending as far as you can,” Davis said.
Siklosi anticipates using the app past the time of its popularity.
“I will continue to use BeReal for the sake of keeping up with my friends in a healthy way,” Siklosi said. “It’s not
something that has me searching for instant gratification from mindless scrolling. BeReal differs in the sense that
there is, to my knowledge, no algorithm that is designed to keep the user entertained for hours on end. This unique
platform is free from perfectionism, ultimately giving the users the opportunity to be digitally transparent.”

HARDING HOSTS NATIONAL SINGING COMPETITION,
OPERA SINGER MEROË KHALIA ADEEB
written by Sara McClaran February 24, 2022

Harding is hosting the Arkansas chapter of the National Association of Teachers of Singing’s (NATS) spring
conference and competition on Saturday. As part of that conference and in collaboration with the Arts and Life
program at Harding, opera singer Meroë Khalia Adeeb will be performing as the featured singer tonight.
Adeeb said she discovered a love for singing while in school for sales and marketing at Tuskegee University. She
pursued classical training at Louisiana State University and then Binghamton University for her masters. She did not
choose to sing opera so much as opera chose her, Adeeb said.
“The way that my voice naturally wanted to sing and move lended itself towards opera,” Adeeb said. “I tested it out,
and liked it and decided to go for it because I knew I had this urge in me that I had to be singing.”
Adeeb participated in NATS while in school and said such competition was good for singers and performers.

“You need to get feedback on your singing that is outside of just what your teacher says, because sometimes you
just need someone else’s opinion,” Adeeb said. “Even if it’s saying the same or similar things, they might say it in a
way you identify with.”
Director of the Arts and Life Series Jay Walls said Adeeb was contacted on the recommendation of previous guest
artist and alumnus David Walton.
“We were asking for some suggestions of people that we might get in touch with to see if they could come and
perform for us,” Walls said. “She was one of the people that he highly recommended, so we’re looking forward to
having her.”
Twenty Harding University and two Harding Academy students entered the competition, with 15 students, the two
Harding Academy students and one graduate student making it past the preliminary round. One of those students,
junior Chip Ashley, said the competition was a good growing opportunity and that it was an inspiring thing to share
that growth with other people.
“I’ve been able to do it the past few years now, and I can safely say that my singing career has developed greatly
because of it, and [the competition] has given me a newfound confidence for performing that I never really would
have had without it,” Ashley said.
In the past, NATS has been completely in person, but during the pandemic it transitioned to being online instead.
This year it was a mixture of the two — the preliminary rounds were submitted online, but those students who
progressed will still come in person.
“It’s a smaller group, so it’s a little bit more of a contained center of chaos,” Ashley said.
The finals will be held on Saturday, and the winners will perform in the Reynolds Recital Hall that afternoon.

